
The 2025 Shinchō Graduate Fellowship in Japan

administered by the Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture

The Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture established the Shinchō Graduate Fellowship Program in Japanese Studies in 1992 with funding from the Shinchō Foundation for the Promotion of Literature. Each year, the Shinchō Graduate Fellowship Program provides financial support for up to two Columbia University students pursuing advanced graduate study or research in Japan.  Fellowships cover full travel, living, and research expenses for a period of one year. Graduate students in any field of Japanese cultural studies at Columbia University (and all affiliated Columbia University institutions) are eligible. Graduate students engaged in doctoral-dissertation research are particularly encouraged to apply.

Applications must include:

· PDF file(s) of all the following must be submitted.
1) A complete four-page application form

2) A five-page (approximately 1200-1500 words) statement of purpose, which states the objectives, methodology, and schedule of the project, including plans for academic affiliation in Japan, and which reveals the relevant training and background of the applicant in regard to the project

3) Official transcripts (undergraduate and graduate institutions), including at least one original transcript from each institution

4) Curriculum Vitae

· Three letters of recommendation from are to be submitted by professors directly to the Keene Center. One of the three recommendations must come from the applicant’s principal advisor, and a second from a Japanese-language instructor or professor of modern or classical Japanese, evaluating the applicant’s language proficiency. The third recommendation may come from any professor of the applicant’s choice. 
Applications, including the letters of recommendation, must be received by the Donald Keene Center no later than February 28, 2025. All applications will be considered for the Shinchō Graduate Fellowship by the Donald Keene Center Graduate Fellowship Committee; all eligible applications will also be considered for the Donald Keene Research Grant in Japanese Studies. The application process is the same. Candidates will be notified of grant awards by summer 2025. Fellowships may begin any time between notification and October, and will run for one year from the date of arrival in Japan.

For further information and application forms, please visit our website or contact:

Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture
507 Kent Hall, MC 3920, 1140 Amsterdam Avenue

Columbia University, New York, NY 10027 U.S.A.
Tel: (212) 854-5036    Fax: (212) 854-4019

Please email all applications and letters of recommendation.

Email:  donald-keene-center@columbia.edu

Website: www.keenecenter.org

APPLICATION FORM FOR 

THE 2025 SHINCHŌ FOUNDATION 

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP FOR STUDY IN JAPAN

ADMINISTERED BY THE DONALD KEENE CENTER

	1
	Last Name, First, Middle:
	2
	Gender: 

	
	          

	
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	3
	Date of Birth:
	4
	Place of Birth:

	
	       /        /          
Month Date  Year
	
	          
          

	5
	Permanent Address:

	
	          

	
	          

	
	            

                                                                                            Zip Code:           

	
	Telephone: 
	(            )             -            
	Fax: 
	(            )             -            

	6
	Present Address:

	
	          

	
	          

	
	                              

                                                                                            Zip Code:           

	
	Telephone:
	(            )             -            
	Fax:
	(            )             -            

	
	E-Mail:
	          

	7
	Nationality:
	8
	Permanent Resident Status:

	
	          
	
	          

	9
	Present Academic Status (name of school, name of department, and area of study):

	
	          

	
	          


	10
	Education:

	
	School
	City
	Major
	Degree
	Time Period

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
	          
          
          

	11
	Professional Experience:

	
	Institution / Company
	City
	Position
	Time Period

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          

	
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          
          
	          
          
          


	12


	Other Fellowships: 

Students are expected to have applied (in the same academic cycle) for the major research grants/fellowships for study in Japan. Please list all other grants (external and at Columbia) that you are applying for with

regard to dissertation research and give the dates of the applications.

	
	a) That you have received (and dates of tenure of those fellowships): 

	
	           

          
          
          
          

	
	b) For which you are currently applying (and anticipated announcement dates for those fellowships): 

	
	           

          
          
          
          

	
	N.B. The applicant is obliged to inform the Donald Keene Center if he or she is newly awarded one of the above fellowships.

	13
	List the institution(s) where you have studied Japanese:

	
	a)


	Name of 

Institution:
	          
          

	
	b)


	Address:


	          
          

	
	c)


	Period of Study: 


	From         /            to         /                                                  

           Month   Year        Month    Year

	
	a)


	Name of 

Institution:
	          
          

	
	b)


	Address:


	          
          

	
	c)


	Period of Study: 


	From         /            to         /                                                  

           Month   Year        Month    Year

	
	a)


	Name of 

Institution:
	          
          

	
	b)


	Address:


	          
          

	
	c)


	Period of Study: 


	From         /            to         /                                                  

           Month   Year        Month    Year


	14
	Previous Visit(s) to Japan:

	
	a)


	Purpose of Visit: 
	          
          
          

	
	b)
	Period of Stay:
	From        /           to       /          

	
	a)


	Purpose of Visit: 
	          
          
          

	
	b)
	Period of Stay:
	From        /           to       /          

	
	a)


	Purpose of Visit: 
	          
          
          

	
	b)
	Period of Stay:
	From        /           to       /          

	
	a)


	Purpose of Visit: 
	          
          
          

	
	b)
	Period of Stay:
	From        /           to       /          

	15
	Please indicate who will be providing your recommendations:

	
	a)
	Recommendation 1

(Principal Advisor):
	          

	
	b)
	Recommendation 2

(Language Reference):
	          

	
	c)
	Recommendation 3:
	          


	16
	Proposed Academic Affiliation in Japan:

	
	a)
	Institution:
	          

	
	b)
	Advisor:
	          

	
	c)
	Status:
	          

	17
	Signature of Applicant:
	Date:

	
	
	          /         /          
Month   Date     Year



STATEMENT OF PROPOSED STUDY

	Project Title:
	          

	
	          

	
	          

	Please include the following information:

	A five-page (approximately 1200-1500 words) statement of purpose, which states the objectives, methodology, and schedule of the project, including plans for academic affiliation in Japan, and which reveals the relevant training and background of the applicant in regard to the project.


REFERENCE FORM (No. 1 Academic Advisor) FOR THE

SHINCHŌ FOUNDATION GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP

	Applicant
	Name:
	          

	
	Project Title:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	          

	Reviewer
	Name:
	          

	
	Position/Institution:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	Address:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	                        

	
	
	                                                    Zip Code:           

	
	Telephone:
	(          )             -            
	Fax:
	(          )             -            

	
	Email:
	          


Please comment on the qualifications of the applicant, feasibility and significance of the research project, etc. (Attach separate sheets of paper if necessary.)

REFERENCE FORM (No. 2 Language Assessment) FOR THE

SHINCHŌ FOUNDATION GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP

	Applicant
	Name:
	          

	
	Project Title:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	          

	Reviewer
	Name:
	          

	
	Position/Institution:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	Address:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	                        

	
	
	                                                    Zip Code:           

	
	Telephone:
	(          )             -            
	Fax:
	(          )             -            

	
	Email:
	          


Please comment on the applicant’s Japanese language proficiency. (Attach separate sheets of paper if necessary.)

REFERENCE FORM (No. 3) FOR THE

SHINCHŌ FOUNDATION GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP

	Applicant
	Name:
	          

	
	Project Title:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	          

	Reviewer
	Name:
	          

	
	Position/Institution:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	Address:
	          

	
	
	          

	
	
	                        

	
	
	                                                    Zip Code:           

	
	Telephone:
	(          )             -            
	Fax:
	(          )             -            

	
	Email:
	          


Please comment on the qualifications of the applicant, feasibility and significance of the research project, etc. (Attach separate sheets of paper if necessary.)



